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Background and Objectives: Local journals also known as "small journals" are those published for fulfilling
the scientific needs of certain communities. The present article is dealt with the problems of these journals and
provides some suggestions on how to overcome their pitfalls.

Materials and Methods: The Pubmed search engine (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed) was explored using
the following keywords of the titles of articles; “small journals”, “local journals”, “small scientific journals” or
“small medical journals”. This search strategy retrieved 8 papers. In the next step, and by searching the reference
lists of the retrieved papers, the most relevant and up-to-date articles were selected for this review study.

Results and Discussion: Evidences suggested that the "small or local journals" have a number of pitfalls
including; being published usually in local languages which are not familiar to most people, dealing with general
issues rather than specific fields, having low circulations, and confronting enormous difficulties in punctual
publications. Nevertheless, by removing the above-mentioned obstacles, these journals can still play an
important role either in knowledge dissemination and sharing experiences or improving the health levels in local
communities.

Conclusion: Small journals could possibly be able to overcome their problems utilising the following strategies;.
displaying a firm commitment to their responsibilities, precise planning, creating networks with other local or
mainstream journals and seeking support from local, national and international scientists.
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