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A Survey on the Frequency of Suicide News Published in Newspapers and National News
Agencies in Iran during 2019-2021 and It’s Concordance with the Suicide News
Publishing Guideline in the Media: A Descriptive Study

Abdollah Rahmani'!, Mahdieh Nabardi2, Hassan Ahmadinia3, Mohsen Rezaeian*
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Background and Objectives: Responsible reporting can prevent suicide. The purpose of this study was to determine the status of
suicide news reports published in national newspapers and news agencies during 2019-2021and the Covid-19 disease.

Materials and Methods: The present descriptive study is a follow-up study, first conducted in 2018. The news published by 9
newspapers (Hamshahri, Jam-e-Jam, Iran, Etelaat, Keihan, Sharq, Etemad, Arman, and Shahrvand) and 6 national news agencies
(ISNA, IRNA, Fars, Khabaronline, Mehr, and Tasnim) from March 2019 to March 2021, was extracted and the findings were reported
as number (percentage), mean, and standard deviation. The data were analyzed using independent t-test and chi-square test.

Results: A total of 927 news (newspapers: 416, news agencies: 511) related to suicide were extracted. The compliance mean scores
were obtained 9.46 and 9.28 out of 15 in the newspapers and news agencies, respectively. All in all, the number of reported news in
newspapers and news agencies has dereased in 2019 compared to 2018, however it significantly increased in 2020. This trend can be
observed in all newspapers exept Hamshahri and Etelaat and all news agencies exept Mehr and IRNA. There was an increase in the
compliance mean score in 2019 and 2020 compared to 2018, however there was a decrease in 2020 compared to 2019.

Conclusion: The news published in newspapers and news agencies is done somewhat irresponsibly. These reports have been improved
compared to 2018, but media personnel and editors of magazines and newspapers should receive necessary training in this field.

Key words: Suicide news, Newspapers, National news agencies, Suicide news printing guide
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